parents: among 560 boys of similar age at one of the large public schools 701 of the permanent teeth had been lost and 3,521 were carious; 87 per cent, of the boys had decayed teeth.
That dental disease has increased to an alarming extent no one can deny, and there is no doubt that our artificial mode of living and our present high state of civilisation tend to produce ill-development and degeneration of the teeth.
That the primary cause of dental caries is microbic has been proved beyond a doubt. Goadby, in his work on the bacteriology of the mouth, mentions fourteen different bacteria which take an active part in the production of dental decay. Miller 
